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On June 2, the Agriculture Secretariat (Secretaria de Agricultura y Recursos Hidraulicos, SARH)
reported new cases of screwworm infestations, and of classic hog fever, in isolated areas of the
country. The new cases have appeared despite a major campaign by health authorities to control
these and other rare livestock diseases. Gustavo Retta Petterson, SARH deputy secretary for
livestock, declared that the new screwworm infestations were reported among cattle in the Panuco
region of Veracruz state. To address the situation, the SARH imposed restrictions on transporting
cattle in or out of the area. The reappearance of screwworms represents a setback for the Mexican
cattle industry, which had hoped to secure "screwworm-free" status by the second quarter of this
year (see SourceMex, 02/10/93). Meanwhile, the SARH has also reported new cases of classic hog
fever in Baja California Sur state, and cases of brucellosis among goats in Sonora state. In both
cases, health authorities requested that producers slaughter the infected animals in order to prevent
further spread of the disease. Retta emphasized that the screwworm cases reported so far have
been contained. Nonetheless, he expressed concern that spread of this and other livestock diseases
could have a negative effect on Mexico's meat export industry, which is preparing for export growth
under the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). [Sources: Notimex, 05/24/93, 05/27/93,
06/02/93]
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